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Register for the ECTA ®etreat in The Hague 'Moving Beyond the Frontiers of IP' in collaboration with BOIP
The ECTA ®etreat is back as a full-day event, and this time we are headed to The Hague!

This year's ®etreat, themed 'Moving beyond the Frontiers of IP', is co-organised with the Benelux Office for Intellectual Property (BOIP). The event will take place exclusively on-site on 18 April 2024, from 10:00 to 17:30 - with registration starting at 9:30, and will feature two informative sessions:
 
Morning session: IP Valuation: Why, When, How? 
Afternoon session: Exhaustion of IP Rights

During the lunch break and networking cocktail reception following the ®etreat, participants will have a chance to connect with peers and speakers. You can consult the program here.
 
Due to limited capacity of the room, registration will close once maximum number is reached. Registration is free of charge - We encourage you to secure your spot promptly! 




Read more
Join the ECTA Young Professionals Group!
Exciting news! We are happy to introduce the ECTA Young Professionals Group: a new hub for younger ECTA members.
 
Led by our dynamic members, Julie De Blecker and Amelia Skelding, this group is all about fostering fresh perspectives and enhancing networking opportunities. Ready to be part of it? If you are under 38 and keen on joining, submit your candidacy by 3 May and, once accepted, you will get a direct invitation from the group leaders.
 
Don't miss out on this chance to enrich your ECTA experience. Submit your candidacy here.


Read more
ECTA 42nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN ANTWERP - A GLIMPSE BEHIND THE CURTAIN!

INTERVIEW WITH ANETTE HENRYSSON, MODERATOR OF THE SESSION ‘LIGHT ON ANIMAL TRADE MARKS - NAVIGATING THE LEGAL JUNGLE’
Only two weeks left to avail the early bird discount and save €300!

Explore the ‘Many Facets of IP’ at the ECTA 42nd Annual Conference in Antwerp on 19-22 June 2024! REGISTER HERE!

Among numerous rinteresting panels, our attendees will also navigate the legal jungle discussing animal trade marks in a session moderated by Anette Henrysson, from aera (Sweden).

1. Please introduce yourself and your link to ECTA.

My name is Anette Henrysson, partner and Attorney-at-Law at aera, a European IP consultancy firm. For more than 25 years I have been working with intellectual property rights, in the industry and as legal counsel in private practice. I have been a member of ECTA for a couple of years where I am active as member of the Supervisory Board and the Professional Affairs and Membership Committee.

2. Please introduce the topic of your Conference session.

Everybody has a relation to animals and animal signs that are often associated with certain qualities or even referred to as mythical creatures. It is, therefore, not surprising that animal brands have been popular in marketing throughout history. However, gaining and maintaining trade mark protection for animal signs can be a challenge. In this session ‘Light on Animal Trade Marks - Navigating the Legal Jungle’ we will share insights and discuss the most iconic case law considering animal trade marks in the European Union.

3. Please introduce the panel of your Conference session. 

I am very excited about our distinguished panel. The combination of high-level representation from the EUIPO Boards of Appeal, industry expertise and an attorney from private practice will bring immense experience and different perspectives to the topic.

• Member of the 3rd (Designs) and 5th (Trade marks) Boards of Appeal and accredited mediator at the EUIPO, Sergio Rizzo;
• Intellectual Property Director Trade Marks at JT International (Switzerland), Ronald van Tuijl;
• Managing Partner, Attorney-at-Law and Head of Intellectual Property at Noerr Alicante IP S.L. (Spain), Member of the ECTA Law Committee, Tobias Dolde.

4. Why should Conference participants join your session, and at whom in particular will your session be directed?

All IP practitioners have come across the challenge to assess similarities between trade marks, and to compare animal marks taking into account i.e. the semantic content, can be even harder. I believe that this session will therefore be of interest and is applicable to anyone who wishes to apply for trade mark protection or needs to decide on whether to take action or not, against third party use.

5. Why should IP colleagues register for the ECTA Annual Conference?

In addition to the educational sessions, the ECTA Annual Conference gives you the opportunity to meet and discuss tricky IP issues with your fellow IP professionals from across the world. Altogether, this will ensure that you leave the Conference filled with inspiring take aways. 

I hope to meet you in Antwerp, the diamond capital of the world!

**Find out more about the other educational sessions here or watch the video teaser about the academic program here!**




Read more
AI Act approved by the European Parliament today
By Delia Belciu, AI and Data Committee Chair, DB Law Office, Romania

After the agreement reached unanimously with EU countries, the European Parliament has voted with a large majority today, 13 March 2024, the landmark Artificial Intelligence (“AI”) Act, which sets out rules on how AI will be regulated in the European Union with a probable influence around the world.

In short, the AI Act establishes obligations for AI based on potential risks and level of impact. For example, certain AI applications such as social scoring, AI used to manipulate human behaviour, etc., will be banned in the European Union, others considered as high-risk will have to comply with strict requirements, while online deepfakes will have to be clearly labelled.

The complex path of implementation of the AI Act will be opened soon. 

To find out more, please consult the official news here.
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ECTA 42nd ANNUAL CONFERENCE IN ANTWERP - A GLIMPSE BEHIND THE CURTAIN!
INTERVIEW WITH LIDY-ANNE JESWIET, MODERATOR OF THE SESSION ‘DIFFERENT SHADES OF GREEN - SUSTAINABILITY IN TRADE MARKS’
Join us at the ECTA 42nd Annual Conference in Antwerp on 19-22 June 2024! There is still some time to benefit from the early bird fees – Hurry up and REGISTER HERE!

We have put together a great high-level educational program and are ready to delve into the ‘Many Facets of IP’ with a special focus on sustainability, in line with 2024 WIPO theme IP & the sustainable development goals. Among numerous interesting panels, we will discuss green trade marks in a dedicated session moderated by Lidy-Anne Jeswiet from Kirkpatrick SA (Belgium).


1. Introduce yourself and your link to ECTA.

I am an IP Counsel, Benelux and European Trade Mark and Design Attorney, and CEO of Kirkpatrick S.A. For me, ECTA is the association where you can exchange experiences and gain a broad IP knowledge, network with people with the same IP passion from all over Europe and beyond, and be part of a large IP Family. In addition, contributing to the important role that ECTA plays as a sparring partner, a recognised reference for organisations such as the EUIPO and legislative bodies, is very existing. I am honoured to chair the session ‘Different Shades of Green - Sustainability in Trade Marks’ at this year’s ECTA Annual Conference in Antwerp on Thursday, 20 June 2024.

2. Introduce the topic of your Conference session.

As the climate crisis comes to a head and there is more and more politicization of environmental and social governance, consumers look for ways to buy more sustainable and businesses to satisfy this demand. Eco-advertising, green marketing campaigns, trade marks ‘going green’, but also greenwashing and the opposite, green hushing, have become commonplace. How do the legislative bodies react? How do businesses find the balance? Can something bad (counterfeit) end up good (responsible disposal)?

3. Introduce the panel of your Conference session.

The first speaker will be Peter Johannes Klein, a German attorney at Vossius. He is specialised in trade mark, design, competition, food and internet law, and has a great deal of experience in litigation. He has also successfully litigated many authoritative cases related to greenwashing and sustainability claims. 

Our second speaker will be John Wilks, a solicitor at DLA Piper UK LLP, who has extensive experience in a range of domestic and international intellectual property issues, advertising and marketing law, breach of confidence and data protection work. He is very much concerned about greenwashing and will give us the UK setting.

The third speaker is Sara Citterio, General Counsel at the Italian well known luxury fashion house Trussardi in Milan, who is prepared to talk about her practice, sustainability policies and ways of working in the current ‘green’ trade mark landscape. 

Ronald Brohn, Managing Director of REACT, The Netherlands, will be our fourth speaker. Since 1991 he is the director and founder of REACT, The European Anti-Counterfeiting Network, a worldwide anti-counterfeiting network for more than 340 multinationals, involved in numerous seizures and the destruction of counterfeit goods.

4. Why should Conference participants join your session, and at whom in particular will your session be directed?

This session offers relevant, current, and multifaceted discussions suitable for all professionals, particularly those interested in a sustainable (IP) world.

5. Why should IP colleagues register for the ECTA Annual Conference?

The Conference offers excellent educational opportunities and a chance to connect with the IP community of the EU and beyond, whether it is making new acquaintances or reuniting with old IP friends. Plus, the ECTA Conference is always fun, and Antwerp is a fantastic city! 

**Find out more about the other educational sessions here or watch the teaser on the academic program here!**
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